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MEDTIA RELEAGSTE

Arapahos Daputy Jim Taylor Did Not Withess Columbine Gunfire

Recent media coverage regarding the Columbine High 8School tragedy
have reported that Arapahoa County Sheriff‘'s Office Deputy Jim
Taylor may have been in a position to witneas a law enforcement
officer fire a weapon ("heard automatic gunfire to his left")
during the April 20, 1999 incident. Deputy Taylor is alleged to
. have bmen in a position on the south/weat parking lot of the high
Bchool when he is alleged to have heard several rounds from an

automatic weaporn.

When the information was reported, in the media this past
weakend, Deputy Taylor was not available for comment as he was
attending to family matters in Seattls, Washington. Daputy
Taylor returned to Colorado during the early morning hours of
Monday Decambsr 31, 2001 and was inmediately interviewed by
reapressntatives of the Arapahos County Sheriff‘s Officae.

In a written statement, taken on December 31, 2001, Deputy Taylor
Atatea that on April 20, 1999 he was conducting his job related
regponsibilitiea in the area of South I-25 and E-470, when he was
informed of the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office request for

. mutual aid to Columbine High S8chool.

(more)
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Deputy Taylor responded to the law enforcement command post, on
South Pierce Street,at the request of his supervisor, to receive
a specific assignment. Deputy Taylor arrived at the law
enforcement command post at about 12:05 P.M. and was ilmmediately
asoigned to the east side of the achoel building., From 12:10
P.M, until about 4:40 P.M., Deputy Taylor remained at hise
agsigned position, on the east alde of the school, assisting with
the evacuation of studentas, staff and faculty. Arapahoe County
Sheriff’'s Deputy Jim Taylor was never on the acuth/west portion
of Columbine High School on April 20, 1997, and ams a regult was
naver in a poaition to witness or hear a weapon being fired from
that location. Deputy Taylor never heard any gun shots on April
20" and never saw any deceased victims on April 20%". Deputy
Taylor has never met, nor spoken with, Denver Police Department

Bergeant Dan O'Shea.

Deputy Jim Taylor and hie family have been family friends with
Danny Rohrbaugh, Brian Rohrbaugh and Ma. Sue Petrone for many
yeara. Deputy Taylor states that he has not sald anything to the
Rohrbaugh family that could lead them to belisve he witnessed any
shota being fired at Columbine. Deputy Taylor has not spoken

with Mr. Brian Rohrbaugh in over a year.

Deputy Jim Taylor of the Arapahoe County Sheriff’/s Office will ba
immediately avallable for any additional interview reguired of
the gpeclal investigation currently being conducted by El Paac
County Sheriff John W. Anderaon.

For additional, contact Sheriff Patrick J. Sullivan, Jr. at
303.734-5101.
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8 TATENENT .
o Date: (A-3/-0/
I, %ﬁg D @LD\?- : , make this voluntary
statement to , & Deputy Sheriff for

the County of Arapahoe.

This statement is voluntary and is made by me without threat of punishment, an
without unlawful coercieon, influence or inducement.

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Last Firat Middle Sex Race
Addraes City State _ Zip
Occupation Date of birth Hm phone
Employer ' Wk phone

Wk Address City State _ Zip
VEHICLE INFORMATION: { ) Suspact ( )} Vietim

Year Make Model Style Color
License State vin # Damage 3

NARRMTIVE: =———mmmmpee
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I further state that I have rmad the foregoing stdtement, that I understand th
contents and all the facts stated therein a e in substance and in fact.

. our signaturgl-——————

Witnessed by: ¢ g g'“f‘(@ M\ﬂ g .6 - L-O 3 Arapahos County Sheriff’s Offlce
SEVRV-ES J 5686 South Court Place
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. S TATEMXENT (continued)
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ETATEMNENT (continued)

I
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CR # -
2 TATEMERENT
. Date:
I, , make this voluntary
gtatement to , 8 Deputy Sheriff for

the County of Arapahce.

This statement is voluntary and is made by me without threat of punishment, and
without unlawful coercion, influence or inducement .

PEROSONAL INFORMATION:

Laat First Middle Sex Race
Addrass City State 2ip
Occupation Date of birth Hm phone
Employer Wk phone

Wk Address City State __ Zip
VEHICLE INFORMATION: ( |} Suspect ( ) Victim

Yaar Make Model Styla Coleor
Licenge State ' Vin # Damage 5
BARRATLLIVE : s E—— "

I oA Ja-3i-0] T RETLRMEDS W IMN MY FaAmcy
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Witnaseed by: >«v A " /b 03Arapahoe County Shariff‘s Office
Phampa e 5686 South Court Place

AC FORM 377 {REV 12-34) Page 4 of H___ Littleton, Colorado 80120






09 007

/ol

.tmt of mooting batwesn Rich and 8us Patrone and Jim and Pam Taylor.

Track ¢ - 2:07
Rich Petrone Wall. | wonder if Dan got shot on the stairs and fell down than? Was he...| mean you actually saw Dan get shot?

Jim Taylor What | seen was a boy coming down the sidewalk you know, kind of running, you know a fast trot but there was 20 «
30 other kida eround, you know | don't even know the number, Thay wara just runnin in mass cheos and | sean a boy drop ar
that's...and that's...| didn't know who it was.

Rich Petrone And he was thare on...you think It was Dan though or you don't know.

Jim Taylor It was Dan and | didn't know that until t seen the photo the next morning in the newspaper that it was the boy tha
seen,

Rich Petrone So it was...ok now 80 ha was on the sidewalk, he wasn't faling from the stairs?

Jim Taylor No, he was on the sidewaik,

Track 7 -0:08

Taylor Whal | remember ls the slant on the sidewalk you know seams to stand out In my riind...you know the slopir

alk. You know, causa when he was face down and atuff, that's what | remember. Cause at the time I'm pullln up on soer

and tha radlos goin nuts and my commanders’ callin for Arapahos County to raspond to the East side of the bullding. I'd alres

pulled In the parking ot 80 I'm tryin 1o beat feet to tha East alde of the building cause | think they got somebody comin out of t

bullding and so basically I'm comin Into the parking lot and don't even gat out of my car and I'm right there and | see this throug

my window and I'm gettin called to raspond to the other side of the building causs they got a shooter on the East side of t
building.

Toagk 7 -1:07

Jim Taylor And thera's a, thare was already some officers on soena than when | got there. You know there was a Denver o
thare, | remembear a Denver cop o a Lakewood cop off to my laft-hand side, And that may have bean the car that was up clos
Tha one right thare initlally
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Track T - 1:07.. 2 of A

.n Taylor Whan | coma around | puiled Into the parking lot and | come in thare pretty fast and | could hear glass broaking o
abave whare [ was at, you know, whers | coma in. Now I've onty been to that schoot ance, that wae that day. | come around the

and I'm facing actually Esstbound when | come in there cause | cranked a Usy and kids ware still runnin out of the building er

you know, you could hear glans breaking, you could see kids runnin evarywhere and that's whan | sae the boy comin down ¢
sidewalk you know, and | sse him just fall down. That's the first thing | told Pam wae that you know. | saen some kid get shot,

Pam Taylor He did, no kidding, he walked In that night and he says "I just, I'l nevar pet rid of this", ha goas "sasin this™. And |
said “This kid reminded me of Brad.”

Jim Taylor And |, | didn't know who it was, and I'm gettin called b
#¢ got about 7 or 8 Argpahos County guys you know, that ras
omin & you know, to try and make antry into tha bulkdl

frack & - 14;16

y My commanders t0 report to the Eust side of the bullding,

ponded because wa were pratty close. We get over thers, we sia
ng and then thay oall us off and eald that they had

ue Petrone Wall, the guy at the Post, | guess they have a directive that they're not allowed to talk to anybody but John Stons ¢

Steve Davis. I'm surprised they left John Etone on that cause he's not too accurate with his mouth elthar, But they don't want ther
alking to anybady, but ha sa they're getting pretty thin-skinnad ovar thare.

fim Taylor That dapartment is so Jacked up.

i Taylor Wall, | atill stopped down and saen Brian down at the shop qulte a bit just like | have for16 years. That's our friendship
‘p down and bull shit with him for & couple hours onoe a month or every ooupls monthe.

You know we don't soclallze any othe
than that. We get together and {ust have a good ole talk. It got to where | coukin't go down there snymore Dacauss he was
tarrogating me and want me to find out stuff that | couldn't dip Into with the investigation 0

oing on and stuft. | just finafly told him
st can't step over tha bounds, you know, I'll try and help you it can, | want to halp, but sometimes you can'l,

ragt 8 - 24:57

im Taylor And Bob Armstrong, my commander the

day of, used to be Partners with Stone and those guys
1y8, you know.

back In Lakewood

am Taylor He was, Oh they're shyaters, if thay’re hooked up with Armstrong, they'ra...
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MEDTIA RELEAZSE

DEPUTY TERMINATED FOR PROVIDING FALSE INFORMATION

Racantly, coverage by the media of the Columbine High School
tragedy has reported that Arapahoe County Sheriffr'a QOffice
Deputy James D. Taylor was responsible for statements, which
placed him in a poeition to have witnessed law enforcement
gunfire during the April 20, 1999 incident. 8ince April 20,
1999, on at least four separate occaslons, Deputy Taylor
provided information te the family of Danilel Rohrbough, a
Columbine victim, that he, Deputy James Taylor, was present

when “a boy went down and shots were being fired”.

On Monday, December 31, 2001, Daputy Taylor waas interviewad by
the Internal Affmirs Unit of The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s
Office, regarding his statements, ae reported by Denver araa
media. In a written statement, taken on December 31, 2001,

Deputy Taylor states that on April 20, 1999 he was conducting

Annredited by the Commisaion on Acoredtatlon fof 1 &w Ealoreament Aq;mulu_ Amstican Coreotional Assoclation and Natlenal Comumaslon on Corfectianal Henalth Cara
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his job related responsibilities in the area of I-25 and E 470
when he was informed of the Jefferson County Sheriff'sa Qffice
request for mutual ajid to Columbine High School. Deputy Taylor
further states that he responded directly to the law enforcement
command post, on South Pierce Street, to receive a specific
agglgnment from hig pupervisor. Daputy Taylor states that ha
drove to Columbine High School by using West Bowles Avenue to
South Plerce Street and parked his vehicle on Weat Bowles Avenue,
The deputy walked southbound to the law enforcemant command
poat, from South Pierce Street and West Bowles Avenue, as Scuth
Pierce Street was impasgable due to the congestion causad by the
parked emergancy vehicles of first reasponders. Deputy Taylor
gtates that he was aggigned to the east side of the achool
building from 12:30 P.M. until about 4:40 P.M. Deputy Taylor
further states that, on April 20, 1995, he wase never on the
south/weat parking lot araa of Columbine High School and as a
rasult never witneassed weapons being fired, never heard gunfire

and never saw decaagad victims at the achool.

O Monday December 31, 2001, The Arapahoe County Sheriffra
Office initiated an internal affairse investigation, focused on
datermining the truth regarding the conflicta between the
information provided by Deputy Taylor to the family of Daniel

Rohrbough and his written atatement of December 31, 2001.
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During the internal affalrs investigation, information obtained
through the interview of eleven (11} individuala and
documentation of the Sheriffrs Office radio traffic of April
20, 1999 was closely evaluated. The Arapahoa County Internal
Affairs Investigation has determined that Deputy Taylor was
never in a position, on April 20, 1999, to witness gunfire,
hear gqunfire or personally sae the bodies of deceased victims.
Tranecripts of Sheriff's Office radio tapes shows Deputy Taylor
responding to Columbine High Schoeol at 11:59 A.M. and arriving
at the intermection of Weet Bowles and South Pierce Street at
12:22 P.M. on April 20, 1999. The information from the
Sheriff's Office radio tape reacordings, ia verified by Arapahoe
County Sheriff's Deputy Dan Dugdale, who aleo drove to
Columbine High School, leading Deputy Taylor to the site in a

geparate Sheriff’'s Office vehicle.

During the internal affairs investigation, conducted by the
Arapahoe County Sheriff’'s Office, Deputy Taylor states that he
was nevar on the south/west parking lot of the schocl and that
he never witnessed gunfire, never heard gunfire and never saw
deceased victime at the school. Deputy Taylor states that the
information provided to the family of Daniel Rohrbough was

felse and that his written statement of December 31, 2001 is
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the factual and truthful account of his direct involvemant in

the April 20, 1999 tragedy.

The internal affairg investigation was conducted into
allegations that Deputy James Taylor provided false
information, to the family of Daniel Rohrbough, a victim of the
Columbine tragedy. The internal affairs aleso focused on the
allegation that by knowingly providing falase information,
reagarding a situation, which hag been parmeated with

controveray and distrust had been seriously aggravated.

Deputy James D. Taylor was found to have viclated the following
Policies and Procedures of The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s

office:

ADM 310.A.1-Compliance wlith Sheriffrw Office Values Based
Directive Hystem -

SUSTAINED - As the deputy admitted to providing falae

information, on several occasicnsg, to tha family of Danilel

Rohrbough and others; failaed to demonstrate organizational

integrity and respect for others.
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ADM 310.A.3 = Truthfulness

SUSTAINED - While the famlse informatlion provided to the family
of Danlel Rohrbough was done in “off duty” envirconments, the
false statement were specifically related to the

respongibilities of a Daputy Sheriff.

ADM 310.A.4 - Respect for Others

SUSTAINED - As the deputy admitted to providing falsae
information to the famlily of Daniel Rohrbough and the deputy
admitted that the false information resulted in aggravating a
controversial gsituation and caused continued distrust.
Providing false information demonstrated a serious lack of
regpect for those directly and indirectly involved in this

matter.

ADM 310.A.5 - Publie Trust and Authority

SUSTAINED — By providing false information, on several
occasions, the high level of trust expected by the public for
their law enforcement authoritias and the criminal justice

aystem has been sericuasly impacted.

ADM 310.A.8 - Conduct

SUSTAINED - By knowingly and repeatedly providing false

information to the family of Daniel Rohrbough and others, the

013
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reputation of the Arapahoa County Sheriff‘s Office and other
law enforcement organizetions has been inappropriately brought
into disrepute. Providing false information has discredited
the reputations of the members of the organization and has had
a nagative impact upon the operational effectiveness of the

Sheriff’'e O0ffice and its members.

A & result of the sustained findings regarding violationse of
the Policies and Procedures of the Arapshoe County Sheriff’'a
Office, Deputy James D. Taylor has been terminated from his
amployment with the Sheriff. Deputy Taylor was provided with
an opportunity to appeal the disciplinary decilgilon, however he

has declined, in writing, the “name clearing* appeal processa.

The pustained findings and the termination ¢f Deputy Taylor
concludes the internal affairs investigation by The Arapahoe

Counky Sheriff’s Office.

Deputy James D. Taylor was employed by the Arapahoe County
Sheriff since January 15, 1988 and was a Senior Deputy at the
time of his termination. During his fifteen year career, Depuly
Taylor, never the gubject of an internal affairs

investigations, performed his reapongibilities in an excellent

manner . {(Photograph of deputy available)
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“ I am extramsly disappointed that false information regarding
the tragedy of Columblne High 8choocl was provided to the
families of the victims of Columbine by a member of my staff.

I sincerely apologize for the unacceptable conduct of one formar

manber of my organization,” IIW . llivan,
Jr. Mﬂw -
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6260 5. Valley Lane
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Ap a result of recent media coverage regarding the April 20,
19%9 tragedy at Columbine High School, I became aware that a
Deputy Sheriff of the Arapahoe County Sheriff‘s Office had
provided information, previously unknown to me,/‘myour family
and cothers. On Monday, December 31, 2001, during an interview
with ocur internal affairs invesatigators, Deputy Tayleor
voluntarily completed a written atatement, which was in
dramatic conflict with the information reported to have been
provided to your family.

Sue Petrone {H;%F“§
r’_,f";

Dear Mo. Petrone:

The Arapahoe County Sheriff’'s Office initiated a formal
internal affaire investigation into the alleged misconduct,
with a focus of determining the truth regarding the cobvioua
conflicta between the information Deputy Taylor provided your

. family and his written gtatement of December 31, 2001. The
Arapahoe County Sheriff'’s Office internal investigation,
completed in a thorough and expeditious manner invelving many
interviewe and a review of our records of our 1lnvolvement on
April 20, 19%9, determined that the deputy had provided false
information to your family. The deputy violated the policies
and procedures of the Arapahoe County Sheriff's Office and as a
result of hia misconduct, hasa been terminated from employment
with my office.

I am extremely disappointed that a member of my staff would
have provided falge information to the famllies of the victima
of Columbine. I sincerely apoclogize for the unacceptable
conduct of the former member of my organizaticn. I am sorry
for the unnecessary heartbreak and stress on your family caused
by thia unfortunate matter.

Sincerely,

.

i
o
i #”rJnﬁﬂ
e

Patrick J. Sullivan, Jr.
Sheriff

l Enclogaure
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telaphone to armange for the return or destruction of the documents tranemitied. Thank you,
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Tefferson County “Columbine High School” Incidsnt Asglat
April 20, 1999

SWAT PERSONNEL PRESENT

COMMAND ELEMENT:

Team Commander
Team X.0
Crisis Negotiations Commander

ENTRY ELEMENT:

Tearn Leader

Element Member
Bromsm - Member
Hlement Moember
Blement Member
Element Membear
Element Member
Element Member

Lt. Laroy Cross
3gt. John Vermilye
Lt Lori Moriarty

Sgt. Rick Holmoan

Ofe, Steve Chin

Det- Bred Besidey

Det. Kar] Soherck

Ofc., Jim May

Ofc. Scott Hopkins
Ofc. Shane Hendrixson
Ofc. John Maldonado

CRISIACTION TEAM ELEMENT

Toam Leadar

Elament Member
Element Member
Elcrnent Member
Elament Member
Element Member
Element Member

SNIPER / OBSERYER ELEMENT

Team Leadar

Blement Member
Blemant Member
Element Member

Sgt. Troy Smith
Ofc, Jerry Peters
Ofc. Greg Resves
Det. Mark Quintana
Det. Kurt Baros
Ofec. Jeremy sloan
Ofc. Bernard Donin

Ofc. Fred Kitchens
Ofc. Ron Osgood
Ofc. Scott Hughas
Ofe. Chris Owen
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ITRISIATICT  THORNTON  PATHUL

EVENT TIME LINE 04/20-21/99

1335 Hra Mutual aid for SWAT received.
1645 Hra Team arrived on scens at the incldent.
Common post (Bowles & Plerce),
1632 Hrs Receivod situation report and mission briof from

Sgt. Bill Black, Littleton PD SWAT.

2330 Hrs Joint and simultaneous entry made Into Columbine
High School as planned, to execute the mission,
Additional SWAT Toams in support ware Adama County
Shariff’s .Office., Boulder S.0., Boulder P.D. and
Commoerce City P.D,

0055 Hrs Building Clearod - Mission completa.

0155 Hrs Secured from gcene aftor bricfing and turning over
information to Jefferson County Sheriffs Office.

0215 Hrs Arrived at Thornton Polics Headquarters (o secure
for the day.

QPERATIONS MISSION

The mission assigned to our SWAT toam was to work Jointly and in cooperation with the
other SWAT tsams on scone. When given the “ORDER" to enter Columbine High
School, we were to oonduct a slow and very mothodical search (in hopes of finding any
possible survivors), to address any casualty first id needs necemsary, to record the
location of any fatalitics encountered, to record the locatlon of all unoxploded ordinance
(bombu) and exploded ordinance not previcusly tagged and finally ta report and engage
with any hostiles we may sncounter, We were advised that two suspects (shootars) might
still be in the school,



