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Parents question DA's role In TV program

Columbine shootings focus of A&E network's 'Investigative Reports'

By Lynn Bartals and Owen Good, News Staff Writers
April 1, 2002

Columbine parents Randy and Judy Brown want to know the axtent of the district attorney's Involvement In a
talevislon program about the Columbine shootings.

The Browns gald they recelved a |letter from Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas Inviting them to
participate In the documentary, which follows a Callfornle-besed company as It conducts "psychlatric
autopsles” on the Columbine kiliers.

The Browns sald they plan to appear befora a Columbine task force that meats today and ask for coples of all
documants and photos the district attorney and sheriff may have provided ABE's Investigative Raports.

"We are concermned and curlous to know hrow much Informatlon Dave Thomas releas=d to ARE," Randy Brown
sald. "I think It's very odd that he's leaving the Investigation up to A&E."

The Browns are among the Columbine famliles who have baen critical of the district attorney's and sherlff's
handling of eveants leading up to Columbline and the Investigation [nto the shootings.

The Browns sald they didn't keep a copy of Thomag' latter, which they recelved after the Aprll 20, 1999,
shootings. Thay sald they assumed they recelved it because they knew the gunmaen, Erlc Harris and Dylan
Klebaold.

Thomasg could not be reached for commeant,

Columbine: Understanding Why |5 scheduled to alr April 15,

The network examinas the work of the Threat Assassment Group. According to Its Web slte, the group offers
speclalized services and information products designed to "reduce losses dua to violent, criminal or mantally

disordered behavlor.”

The network won't say what concluslons the group reached, but the program revisits much of what already Is
known about the high school senlors: They made & video for & class In which students are killed; they belleved
they were bullled and allenated at a school that worshlpped jocks; Harrls posted his intent on the Internet.
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Controversy dogs Columbine board
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pen records task force mired in debate over makeup of panal, S e Koped el e

proposed addltion of Jeffco critlc

Rich Patrone, the staptather
of murderad Columbing

By Kevin Vaughan, Newa Staff Writer student an Rohrbaugh,
April 2, 2002 tatihs Monduy batara the pan
recorde task force. Palrang
was amaong those arguing for

Ancther Columblne controversy flared Monday, this time over suggestions that a the inciuslon of parent Randy
longtime Jefferson County critlc be added to & panel trylng to uncover records in Arown an the task forcs.
the casa, 8rown has long bean a critic

of tatfargon County's
handling af Columiing
The debate centared on Randy Brown -- who has battled publicly with Jeffarson tragady.

County officlals -- and on the makaup of the opan records task force.

In the face of such discard, some Columbine parents are questioning the panal's abllity to accomplish
anything.

"It's & dog and pony show,” sald Rich Patrone, stepfather of murdered student Dan Rohrbough.

Attorney Genaral Ken Salazar and Dave Thomas, district attornay for Jeffarson and Gllpln countles, creatad
the task force to address lingering questions about the Columblna tragedy, Including charges that some
docurnents complled by Investigaters have baan kept from the public.

Savaral families polnted to Brown as one of the few people whao has read the approximately 16,000 pages of
Columbine materlal released so far. Thay sald he would ask the dght questions about what was still lockad
away In the Jefferson County Sharlff"s Office,

"His only blas is the truth,” sald Brlan Rohrbough, Dan's father.

But the suggestion grew intc heated talk after Kathy Sasak, assistant district attorney In Jeffersan County and
the co-chalrwornan of the task force, sald the famililes of some victims -- who sha did not name -- had
objected to Brown's addition to the group.

Petrona selzed on that te question the Incluslon of three members on the panel - Sasak, Kate Battan, lead
Columbine Investigator, and Lily Qelfler, assistant lefferson County attorney.

"Lily," Petrone sald to Qefflar, "I don't understand you being here, because If Randy Brown Is a confilct, you
are, Kate Is, the DA's office Is."

Jefferson County officials have their own Intarests -- not those of victims -- at heart, he charged.

The apen records panel has written t¢ 41 agenclas that were Invelvad In the Columbine Investigation, asking
that they Inventory thelr records. The group also planned a meeting, possibly on Aprll 16, with the famllles of
Columblne victims. And they took under advisement a lIst of 59 kinds of docurments that Brown has been

seaking.
But the makeup of the task force dorminated tha meeting.

Some famlilles had earller complalned about the declslon to Include leffersen County officials on the panel.
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Qeffler, for example, has represented Jefferson County In court ceses brought by famllies and the medla in
efforts to obtaln documents.

Those complalnts led Salazar and Thomas to add John Ireland to the panal. Ireland's son, Patrick, was
wounded In the Columbine library.

Dawn Anna, whose daughter, Laruen Townsend, was murdered In the Columbine library, also was asked to
loln the panel, but she declined.

She hadn't read everything that had been relemsed, she said, and she wasn't qualified. But she sald Brown
wdas.

Brown and his wife, Judy, first reported to sherlff's offlclals in March 1998 that Harrs had threatenaed to kil
thelr son, Brooks, and that Harrls had written about plpe bombs and mass murder on his wab site. After
Columblne, they guarrelled with officlals when Sherlff John Stone named thelr son as a potentlal suspect In
the casa. In December 1999, the sherifTs office clearad Brooks Brawn of Involvement.

The Browns have ralsed numerous guestions about Inconslstancies In officlal documents.

Monday was no axception as Randy Brown polnted to a targe map of the Columbline crime gzcene that Includes
raferance numbers ke has not bean able to find In the documents released so far. He also criticlzed county
officlals for not releasing a copy of the map.

Oeftler sald the county had been unabla to accurately copy It.

"I hava Kinkos' number,” Brown shot back.

Later, Brown was asked If he would sarve on the pane! If he was asked.
"They won't ask,” he said.

Salazar and Thomas have the flnal say on any new task force membars.

The two hopae to appoint at least one more member -- most lkely someons who lost s loved one at
Columblne.

The attorney general's and district attorney's offices sald they were nat frustrated by ongolng questions about
the panel's makeup.

"Is it a perfect tesk force? No. It is evolving," sald Ken Lane, spokesman for the attorney general.

News staff writer Jaff Kass contributed to this story.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountaln News. All Rights Regerved.
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Columbine task force expands

Speakers want probe's critlcs on panel, too

By Kavip glmpson
Denvar Post Statf Writer

Tuesday, April 02, 2002 - Tha Columbline publlc records review task force added one Injured
victim's fathar to the panel and Invited the mother of a girl slain In the school shooting to join the
group, but took heat Monday for falling to add well-versed critics of the investlgation.

| I Play Video |
But Dawn Anna, whose daughter, Lauren Townsend, died In the school library,

turned down her Invitatlon during sometimes emotional public comment In which several spaakers
stressed the need for panalists famlllar with the box-loads of documents ganarated by the case.

Tha task force, deslgned to move as much Informatlon as possible about the
Aprli 1999 attack Into the public eys, announced the addltion of John Ireland,
father of Injured student Patrick Ireland, at Its second meeting.

"They can short-cut for you where you need to be fooking," sald Anna In declining the offer. "You're
lust not going to see the goal with one aye closed.”

Several speakers suggested the task force add Randy Brown, the father of a former Columbline
student who has waged a contentlous, three-year battle to pry Information from official sources.

Brown reported threats made by gunman Erlc Harrls agalnst his son, Brooks, a year before the
shootlngs, but Jefferson County authoritias naver followed through on them. Then, Iimmediately
after the shooting, Jefferson County Sheriff John Stone publicly named Brooks Brown as a suspact,
though he later backed off that statemeant.

Randy Brown has clashed with soma mambers of the task force fraquently over unreleased
documents - and that's precisely the balence the panal needs, several speakers sald.

|"He's far mora datalled than any of us," sald Brlan Rohrbough, whose son
Danle! wes kllled outside the school. "Hls only blas is the truth. . . . Keaping
him out of It glves the look that you have something to hide,"

|

Columbine
Public Records
Review Task

Force Some In the small audience grew llvid when one task force member noted

that some unidentified victim familles had specifically reaquasted Brown not
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be Included on the panel,

"If that's the criterlon, then there are people here today who I don't think
should be here,” sald Anna, referring to Jefferson County officlals.

At Monday's meeting, Brown presented a list of 59 elements - Including
Information provided for an upcoming ABE television presentatlon on klllers
Herrls and Dylan Klebold - he says havan't been released. He also handed
out coples of an FBI-producad map of the school bullding that labeled
witnasses that don't match any othar docurnents relaased so far.

"Thara's Informatlon that Invelves his son,” Brown sald, polnting at Brian
Rohrbough,"And they're not releasing It because It's damning to them."

Pane! co-chalrman Alan Glibert, the state solicitor general, sald Brown's
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Fulln Bragg, Colorado
Organization for Victhm
Ass|stance

Kate Battan, Investigator,
Iefferson County Sherlff's
OMca

Marilyn Hogan, Colorado
Broadcestars Assoclation

Lity Oqfflar, Jefferson
County Attorney's Offlce

Jacque Scott, Colorado
Press Agsociatlon

John Irglend, father of
Injured Columbine victim
Fatrick Ireland

Information was valuable In guiding the search for racords. He said he would
forward the suggestions on axpanding the task force to founders Attorney
Genaral Ken Salazar and Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas,
who wara not at the meeting.

Asked'If he would serve on the task force, Randy Brown smilad.
"They're never going to ahe said.

In other business, the task force agreed to formally ask the leffarson County
Sheriff's Office to allow It to revlew non-publlc documents related to
Columbine. It Is expected that the sherlff will refuse, clting court orders, and
the task force will seak a hearing,

The panel tentatlvaly has scheduled time to meet separately with family
mermbers of the victims on April 15 at & time and place yet to be
detarmined. The task force schedulad its next public meeting for 10 a.m. on
Aprll 22 at the attorney genaral's office, 1525 Sherman 5t., In Denver.
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Stone won't seek re-election

Weary of faliout from Columbine, Stone will finish out his once 'dream job!'

By Charlay Able, Nawa Staff Writer
April &, 2002

GOLDEN -- Calling Columblne "a tar baby" he couldn't shake, embattied Jeffarson County Sharlff John Stona
has declded not to seek re-electlon to the office ha has held since shortly before the Aprll 20, 1999, tragedy.

Stone broke the news to hig staff Friday In what was described as an "emotional” meeting. He previously had
revealed his declslon to a handful of supporters but didn't want to make [t public untll after meeting with his
admiristrative staff,

Stone told the Rocky Mountain News he has not daclded what to do after he Jeaves offlce in January.

"I'm golng to finish my term out and thep re-evaluate things," ha sald.

The first-term shariff sald dealing with the aftermath of the natlon's deadl|=st school shooting had taken a toll
on him and his family.

"This was a dream job, but these last three years have just been a living hell," he sald. "It just has been &
vary difficult time."”

Stone |s confldent ha could have won re-election.
"But even If I win it, I don't win because these peaple won't leave me alone.”
Stone was elacted sherlff Nov. 3, 1998, taking 54 percent of the vote.

But just flve months Iater, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold launched an attack at Columbine High Schoaol, killing
12 of thelr classmates and a teacher before they committed sulcide,

The mass killings unieashed a torrent of criticlsm that since has dogged the sharlff and his department.
Stona characterized it this way:

"You've got & tar baby that no matter who touched It, they are not golng to walk away from It,” he said,. "I stll
think we did everything we could do (8t Columbine) under Impossible clrcumstances and by the rules -- as the
rules were at that time."

Judy and Randy Brown, whose son Brooks had been threatened by Harrls, launch&d an unsuccessful campalgn
to recall Stona In February 2000,

"Hls arrogance has been unbelievable to us. It Is about time he admitted to himself that the people of Jeffco
don't want a man who Is so deceltful and lacking In charactar as John P. Store," the Browns said in & joint
staternant.

Eventually, the famllles of 17 Columbine victims sued Stone, his deputies and the county, claiming they falled
to prevent the attack despite Indicatlons that Harrls and Klebold posed & danger.



The famlly of slain student Danlal Lee Rohrbough Is ameng those who sued Stone In connection with the
school rampage, Danlel's father, Brian Rohrbough, has been a frequent critic of the shedff.

“I don't think John Stone had & chance to win re-alaction. He was nevar guallifled to be sharlff In the first place
and his behavlor during Columbine and since has left no doubt whatsoever that he should not be In that
posltion,” Rohrbough said.

The lawsuits, filed In fedaral court, also claimed Stone's department mishandled the law enforcemant response
by walting outside the school for hours on the day of the attack Instead of enterlng the school and stopping
Klebold and Harrls.

A timeline Issued by Stone's Investigators months after the attack suggested the two young gunmen alr&ady
wera dead bafore officars could mount an effective raspanse,

Nearly all the clalms In the tawsults have been dismissed.

Supporters of Stone, who served three terms as county commissloner from the beginning of 1987 until ymar's
end In 1998, pralsed his sarvice to the county, but acknowladged a campalgn for a sacond term would have
put Stone on the defenslve because of Columblne-relatad |ssues.

"It Is probably for the best, especlally John and his famlly," sald Michelle Lawrence, who chalrs the Board of
County Commissioners. "I sarved with John as a commissloner 2and worked with him as our shariff. He's glven
a lot of himself to the community over the years, and I raspect him for that.

"If John were to rur agalin this year, the entire focus would be on Columblne and there 3 80 much more to tha
Sheriff's Office than just Columbine. Colurnbine was a terrble occurrence for the children and the famlilas and
the entlre communlty, but It has been almost three years and we need to move ahead and look ahead at what
we need for our Sheriff's Office and the kind of leadershlp we naed.”

Jim Johnson, a longtime polltical supporter and campalgn officer for Stone, sald the sheriff's loyalty to his
deputies figured strongly In Stone's declslon not to run.

"l know thls Is a hard declslon for him. He had some things he wanted to get done and would have [lked to
run one more time, but I think he is looking cut for what s baest for the department,” Johnson sald.

"A big part of why ha is stepping down Is he Is petting tired of them (critics) polnting the flgure at Jafferson
County. He has so many good troops out there that he just felt bad and that, If they are taking more guff over
him, he would get out of the game and glve thase guys a fair shot golng forward.

"This whole Columbilne thing has been hard on him. I krow evary night when he goes to bed he thinks 'What
could we have done, how could we have done jt differently?' It has haunted him ps well as everybody else.”
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Jefferson County sherlff candldates
April &, 2002
The Jefferson County Clerk's Office ilsts 10 candidates for sherlff: nife Republicans and one Democrat:
* Sigfredo "Fred" Ramirez (Republican)
* Roger Hoffner (Republican)
= Russzell L. Cook (Republicaﬁ)
* George B. Mumma Ir, (Republican)*
s Larry L. Chamberialn (Republican)*
* Michael L. Bllss (Republican)
¢ Bratt Lea Almy (Democrat)
& lirm Congrove {Republican)™*
* Rlcherd A, Wyatt Ir. (Republican)

* Stave Schweltzberger (Republican)
* Has withdrawn from the race, but remalns on the county's officlal llat of candldates.

Copyright 2002, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Resarved.
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John Stone's carser
April 8, 2002

Nov. 3, 1998 - After three terms as a Jefferson County commissloner, Stone was elected as Jefferson
County sherlff with 54 percent of the vote over Arvada police Cmdr, Ted Mink.

April 20, 1999 -- Eric Harrls and Dylan Klebold kill 12 students and one teacher Inglde Columblna High
>chool. Stone was critized for not qulckly storming the school and possibly saving livas.

May 3, 1909 -- Stone publicly sald he was suspiclous of Brooks Brown's relationship with Klebold and Harrls.
The sheriff's department then went on to say that his parents, Randy and Judy Brown, had never met with
investigators about Harris' viclent tendencies, as they claimed thay did & year befors the shootings. Red-faced
sherff's officlals latar said they had.

Dec. 12, 1899 -- Stone Incurred the wrath of Columbine families by allowlng a TIme magazinae raporter to
watch videos taped by Kleboid and Harrls after refusing to fat the familles see tham, The Dac. 20, 1599, Issue
of the magazine featured Stone and Undersheriff John Dunaway posing for a phatograph with three of the four
weapons the klllers used,

Aug. 3, 2000 -- After two months, an effort to collect signaturas to racall Stone, headed by Randy and Judy
Brown, ended without success.

Nov. 21, 2000 -- The Jafferson County sheriff's offlce released 11,000 pages of Investigative flles on the
attack at Columblna High on a judge's order.

April 6, 2001 -- Sheriff"s officlals were ordered to relamse a long-secret draft affidavit that had bean drawn up
tn an effort to search Erlc Harrls' home a year before the Columblne tragedy.

May 18, 2001 -- A commisslon appolnted by Gov. Blll Owens to review the Columbine shoatings dellverad a
report critical of Stone. "He provided ne Information and stonewalled our commission,” sald former Colorado
Supreme Court Chilef Justice Willlam Ericksan, the commisslon chalrman.

Compiled by News [lbrarlan Carol Kasal,
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Columbine proposal taps earlier panel
Lawmaker says probe wouldn't start from scratch

By Trant Saibert
Danvar Fost Capltol Burasu

Tuesday, Aprill 09, 2002 - The sponsor of a plan to probe the Columbine Investigation said
Monday that he wants the inquiry to be alded by an advisory committee that Includes an aducator,
a law officer and 8 member of the news media.

Rep. Don Lea, R-Littleton, also told The Denver Post's editorial board he hopas mambers of the
now-disbanded Governor's Columbine Ravlew Commilsslon would st on the adviscry panel.

Lee, who represents the district in which Columbine High School sits, sald Gov. Blll Owens'
commission was not successful because It lacked subpoena powars. Since key law enforcement
officers refused to testlfy, questions rematn unanswerad, he sald.

Lee's plan calls for a ieglslative commisslon with subpoena power to lead the probe, with essistance
from the advisory committee, he sald. "There are omissions we need answers for," Lee sald.

Lee séld he wants to tap members of the governor's review commission bacause they are famlilar
with the Columbine tragedy and the Information previously gatharad.

That way, Lee's six-membar bipartisan Investigativa commisston on which lawmakers from both
the House and the Senate will sit won't start from scratch, ha sald.

Lee's proposal, House Bill 1418, will ba debated a week from today bafora the House State,
Vatarans and Milltary Affairs Committee.

This Is Lee's second attempt to probe the police Investigation surrounding the 1995 high school
massacre that left 15 people dead and about two dozen woundad.

His inltlal proposal was defeated by a House committee March 7 on a 7-2 blpartisan vota. Critics
questioned whether Lae's probe was too broad. They also raisad guestlons about the probe's
potentlal cost, since lawmakers are facing the tightest budget in years.

Lee's naw plan Is streamlinad, focusing on three maln guestions:

What can be learned from the law-enforcement response on Aprll 20, 1999, In preparation for
another simllar attack?

What can be learned from the response to the complaint flied with the Jeffarson County Sherlff's
Office alleging that gunman Erlc Harris was making death threats over the Internet?

What can be learned In regard to destructive behavior exhibited In the school environment by the
perpetrators In the time leading up to the attack?

Lee also sald his new probe would not cost the state a dime since he's sesking & group to provide
donatlons to pay Its costs, and It Is close to lining up donors. Legisiativa analysts had estimated the
probe's price tag at $300,000.
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